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A study is underway to explore the reason(s) why dogs chase cars.  The Holmes Handbook addresses this issue in section 52,679, article 684.  This issue has been a perplexing topic of discussion among scientists and scholars      for many years.  Finally, new research has brought to light some revealing facts.  This article will explore some of the possible reasons for this strange phenomenal occurrence.


The first question that has to be asked is, “Just what in the hell did dogs chase before there were automobiles?”  “Covered wagons?”  Stagecoaches?”   We may only speculate, as there is no written documentation to shed light on this.  We can only assume that dogs did not begin chasing moving objects until the automobile came into existence.  We do know that dogs have always chased sticks, so by this evidence, we must then assume that there is some correlation between sticks and cars.


Before we begin approaching this correlation, we must first make an attempt to understand the nature of dogs.  The first thing that we must realize is that contrary to popular belief, dogs are stupid.  Dogs cannot read, write, speak, or do simple math.  Any living form that can’t do this is stupid in the author’s point of view.  Intelligent life forms (other than the people in East Palatka , Middleburg and Oceanway) would not howl at the moon, sniff a new acquaintance’s butt, crap on the sidewalk, raise their leg to urinate, or fornicate in the middle of the street.


One theory that may help explain this bazaar event is that dogs cannot tell the difference between cars and sticks.  Dogs are actually thinking that they are chasing a big gigantic stick that is being thrown down the street.  Another theory is that the dog perceives that the driver of the car is trying to make off with the stick; thus, the dog gives chase.  But, even dogs, stupid as they may be, have some sort of spatial understanding.  They do know their limits on what to chase.  For example, ever see a dog chase a train?  To the dog, this is the longest stick in the world, the mother of all sticks. He knows that he will never be able to fetch something so big, but a car is within reach.  


In Adel, Georgia a recent study was done where a car was made in the shape of a large stick.  The driver was to be disguised in order to control the variables.  He was to wear a brown wood-grain jump suit with a full headdress made out of a crape myrtle bush.  A test was to be made of the dogs’ reaction at seeing such a large stick coming down the street with a scrub bush as the driver.  Several dogs were gathered and placed along the side of the roadway to await the oncoming car/stick/bush.  


The test area resembled more of a carnival like atmosphere than an actual test site.  A large crowd had gathered to witness this event that was located just outside the Wal-mart parking lot.   Vendors were selling hot dogs and cotton candy.  There were pony and goat rides for the kids.  In the background was the music “Hound Dog” sung by an Elvis impersonator who showed up with a handful of scarves and wearing a white jump suit.  A few of the researchers got his autograph.  After all, this was the biggest thing to hit Adel since some time ago when Wilson Picket’s mother-in-law had stayed overnight at the Adel Arms Motel.  Some of the dogs were growling and yapping at each other, and a couple of fights broke out.  Several dogs urinated on the chair legs where the people were seated along side the roadway.  One dog even took a crap in the middle of the road. It was later discovered by the bottom of one of the researcher’s shoes.  Another researcher was viciously, and barbarically “leg hunched” as he waited in line to buy a hot dog, soda and a large box of Milk Duds.  The other researchers were all in agreement that they had never witnessed such a brutal and savage act of affection.  Nearby, two men argued and then got into a fist fight over who’s dog would actually catch the motorized stick.  The researchers, all wearing white lab jackets, scribbled on their note pads as they nervously paced up and down the road in anticipation of the arrival of the motor driven stick.  

     The driver, however, was so impressed with the car, that instead of driving the car to the test area where the dogs and researchers were waiting, he drove directly to the nearby “Dairy Fairy” to show it off to his friends.  When he realized that he was late for the dog chase test, he sped off in a huff only to run smack dab, head-on, into an oncoming truck carrying a load of nails.  It seems that the disguise he was wearing slipped down, obstructing his view.  When the research team got to the wreck site, they couldn’t decide whether to send for a wrecker or a lumber truck.  Rescue arrived, but had to send for backup because the driver’s-side door had been nailed completely shut by some of the propelled nails during the collision.  Fire and rescue summoned a journeyman carpenter to the scene.


More fights broke out when the crowd arrived as they began arguing over the rights to the scattered debris.  One researcher was the recipient of a severe “ass whooping” when he tried to mediate one of the many disputes.  The experiment was a total loss, but in the end, the dogs were the victors as there was enough left over scattered lumber and nails to build a dozen or more doghouses.  

     One final footnote to this troubled experiment.  As the car/stick was being towed off, a small, solid jet-black, shorthaired mutt, with an upright tail, glazed eyes and a fixed stare, suddenly, and seemingly, appeared from out of nowhere and gave chase.  The researchers were all in total disbelief and unable to decipher its significance.
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